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now joined—has a worthy object. It is well in harmony
with Comrade Stalin's inspiring appeal: "Live better,
comrades, live happier and more cultured'5.
The technicians wives do not often lake part in the
active work of construction to which their husbands are
devoted.    But they arc going to assist it indirectly in the
most effective manner: by collective effort they have resolved
to bring more comfort, beauty, culture into the daily life of
their hard working husbands, officers on the front of con-
struction.    They want to make it pleasant for them, to
relieve monotony, to inspire new strength and create new
enthusiasm out of material improvement, better and more
tasty food, nicer surroundings, cleaner clothes, more amusing
social activity.   They arc assured of the full support of the
Party and the Government, who are concerned for the
happiness of the community.    Our Culture Department
has ear-marked 300,000 roubles  for this purpose.    Your
criticism of existing conditions is as much welcome as your
initiative for improvement.   Above all do not forget, it is
yourselves who have to build the new life.
1 now call upon you all to participate actively in our
discussion and put your views forward keenly.1
Applause.    Silence.    Then a fair-haired girl gets up.
She could not be more than twenty-two.
*Mark Ivanovitch, you have made a good speech. We
appreciate your words. I am going to put my views before
you right now and without restraint. My living quarters
are very bad. My husband comes down from the North
for two or three days every fortnight. The children are too
small to understand he needs a rest. The two of them and
my husband and I have only got a small room next to the
museum on the Yenisei. With the best of intentions, I
cannot secure the comfort he needs to regenerate his strength.
How can we change that?'
A shadow passed over the chairman's brow.
'You are not telling me anything new. I agree with
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